CHUTE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY 5th APRIL 2001 

Present:  
Bill Withall – Chairman


David Pike





   
Jim Gale – Vice Chairman


Amanda Holroyd


   
Diane Merritt



Jonathan Sykes


  
Pat  Caddick – Clerk



  
David Clark -  Clerk(Designate)


Apologies:   
David Brown

In Attendance
: Representing the Playing Field Cttee : Rowan Cherrington

ITEM 1 : MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 22 FEBRUARY 2001
The minutes were approved on a proposal by J Gale : seconded by  A Holroyd.

ITEM 2 : MATTERS ARISING

PLANNING PROCESS :  D Pike advised that his attention had been drawn to a variation in the  height of a recent house extension from that approved by the Parish Council (PC).  Since this must have been the result of an amendment not referred to the PC he suggested it be used as an example to support the point under discussion with Kennet Planners.  This was noted by the Chairman.

RURAL WHITE PAPER :  The Chairman advised that the briefing meeting he was to attend was scheduled for 11 May 2001.  He would de-brief to the PC afterwards.  ACTION : CHAIRMAN

30 MPH SIGN :  It was noted that the sign between the Hatchet & Standen had still not been re-fixed.   The Clerk would ring the appropriate Department.    ACTION :  CLERK
CARERS IN CHUTE :  After some discussion it was agreed that no action was required.

ITEM 3 : VILLAGE DESIGN STATEMENT (VDS)
The Chairman recorded that he had prepared a briefing notice for the community, this had been agreed and subsequently published in the April issue of the Chronicle. This notice called  a community meeting to discuss/plan the way forward : to be held in the Village Hall on Saturday 28th April at 11.00.  He then summarised further key actions which he had taken/proposed:-

Copies of the VDS produced by neighbouring communities had been obtained and were available to inform/assist the process.  It was agreed that these should be made available to those attending the 28th April meeting – a display board would be put in place. Edward White of Kennet Council had been approached and had agreed to give a 20/25 minute presentation on the 28th April.  Also, one of the key members of the Penton VDS Team, Peter Swift,  had been approached and had agreed to attend on the 28th and provide what help/advice he could on the process.  The Chairman agreed to confirm the arrangements with both.

Given the importance of the VDS and of involving the community, the Chairman would produce a brief handout to prompt attendance at the 28th April meeting: to be distributed to all houses approx five days in advance.   All councillors available agreed to assist.   An informal meeting would be held at the Chairman’s home to arrange this action.  The Clerk (Des) would assist in co-ordination.  

Turning to the format for the 28th April meeting, the Chairman agreed to act as Chair, he would start the meeting by welcoming everybody and introducing the presenters and guests.  A question and answer session would follow the presentations.  It is hoped that a group of 5/6 volunteers will come forward to form a design team.  This team should select a chairman from within it’s number.  Since the CPC would have an administrative role,  a councillor should be selected to act as a go between.  It was decided to compile a register of attendees to record those interested and possibly willing to help at a later date:  Amanda Holroyd agreed to organise this.  ACTION A. HOLROYD.

The PC agreed to serve coffee.  As the PC role on this occasion is purely that of facilitator, the Clerk (Des) would produce brief notes rather than formal minutes ACTION : CLERK (Des) 

Following a query by J Sykes on the position vis a vis the Chute Forest area it was agreed that some cross fertilisation was clearly desirable but any such arrangements should be the responsibility of the VDS Teams once set up.   In the meantime the Chairman undertook to invite Chute Forest representation at the 28th April meeting through the Chute Forest PC.    ACTION : CHAIR
ITEM 4 : PLAYING FIELD FINANCE

Mr Cherrington advised that, due to a misunderstanding, he was not able to produce a formal Financial Statement.  He would however to set out an approximation of the position anticipated for 2001 - summarised below:

Funds invested (@ 5 ¼ %)


£5,300

Cash





£   600      £5,900
Possible grant from 2001 Fete

£   600

 
Possible income from cricket


£   160


Possible income from V Dean football  
£   300


Possible grant from Chute Forest PC 

£   200
     £1,260       £7160

Maintenance of building and equipment
£ Nil anticipated


Maintenance of Tractor & Mower

£ Nil anticipated

Proposed spend on children’s slide

£2,700 (Min)


Proposed spend on children’s roundabout      £2,700 (Min)


Minimum reserve                                            £ Nil specified           £5,400

Mr Cherrington noted that the financial position could be improved if the playing field could charge the Fete committee a set amount for their use of the playing field on Fete Day : this would enable them to take out insurance against cancellation.  This arrangement would mean that the Playing Field would be certain of a specific (minimum ?)income each year.  Mr Cherrington paid tribute to his committee for all their hard work. The PC thanked him for his help at such short notice and he then withdrew.  

The PC then discussed at some length the significant cost of the proposed investment in children’s equipment, the potential for variation in the income and outgoing figures available, and the potential for raising additional financial assistance through ad hoc events and grants from various bodies.It was finally agreed that no further action could be taken until a formal financial statement was available.   J Gale proposed that a letter should be sent to the Playing Field Committee (J Foxen) expressing thanks for R Cherrington’s assistance and asking for a copy of the latest balance sheet and a financial/budget forecast for the current year.  ACTION : CHAIRMAN.
Subject to the PC’s approval of the budget forecast they agreed to give a grant of £200 to the Playing Field in the year, April 2001/ March 2002.  Proposed by D Pike and Seconded by J Sykes. 

ITEM 5 : WELL HOUSE

The Clerk stated that KS Thatchers had advised a starting date of “early to mid-Summer” but could be no more specific.   It was agreed that this needed to be followed through. ACTION : D PIKE.      J Sykes volunteered to arrange for essential associated clearance work.  ACTION : J SYKES

ITEM 6 : PLANNING
FOXCOTE COTTAGE :  An application had been received for agreement to the removal of five Holly trees and the associated ‘suckers’.  It was agreed that this should be circulated for comment. The Clerk to arrange for a delayed response to Kennet DC as necessary.  ACTION : CLERK
WELL COTTAGE :   Prior to the meeting the PC completed the review process by inspecting the building in question.  It was agreed that the proposed workshop/garage should be thatched in keeping with the main building and the Well Building itself but that the porch could be slate. The owners had been consulted and were content. Kennet Council to be advised.   ACTION : CLERK
ITEM 7 : CORRESPONDENCE

RURAL PARISH TRANSPORT GRANTS :   The Clerk reported that enquiries had elicited the advice that the Link Scheme was not an appropriate beneficiary of a grant.  It was agreed that, since Kennet were apparently still open to suggested uses, the subject should be kept under review. A suggestion by A Holroyd that the matter should also be reviewed by the VDS Team once formed was fully supported.   ACTION : CLERK (Des)
THE COUNTRYSIDE AGENCY’S RURAL SERVICES SURVEY 2000 :  The Report will be available in Summer.   CPC was not successful in the random selection of a parish for a £1000 community grant.

FLINT PANELS COMPLAINT :  The Clerk explained that the complaint over use of these panels was received by Kennet DC from an unnamed person representing themselves as a member of the CPC.  Since he was not, and there is in fact no objection, the subject was now closed.

KENNET DC TECHNICAL SERVICES :  The Clerk confirmed that, since the allocation of amenity skips was based strictly on population, CPC would continue to have only two per annum.

RURAL POST OFFICES :  The Chairman read a letter from the DTI Minister for Competitiveness  which emphasised the Government’s commitment to maintenance of a network of Post Offices. The Chairman directed that a copy should be passed to the Post Mistress.  ACTION : CLERK(Des)
PARISH LENGTHSMEN :  The Clerk read Wiltshire CC letter advising of the creation of these maintenance teams.   They will visit each Parish for two days on three occasions a  year and tackle high priority work such as ditch/grip/sign cleaning, hedge cutting and pot holing.   To ensure a response to local priorities  the Teams will contact a nominated  co-ordinator prior to each visit.  The Chairman directed that the Clerk should be nominated. ACTION : CLERK (Des)
FOOT & MOUTH DISEASE – PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY :   The Clerk read letters from Wiltshire CC formally requiring that she advise  ‘which Rights of Way cross arable, or set aside land, which is not grazed by cows, sheep, pigs or goats,  and could therefore be re-opened’.  This information is required by 23 April 2001.   She advised that the appropriate information had been obtained and was ready for dispatch.  It would not however be released until after Easter in case of further developments. This was agreed.  ACTION : CLERK(Des) in liaison with CLERK
ITEM 8 : FINANCE

EXPENDITURE : The following cheques were signed: -   £27.50 for the current Hall use: proposed by J Sykes and seconded by A Holroyd .  £400.00 in respect of the Clerk’s salary for the latter half of the F/Y: proposed by A Holroyd and seconded by J Gale.  £132.33 for the Clerk’s expenses, also over the latter half of the F/Y: proposed by W Withall and seconded by J Sykes.

FY 2001/02 CLERKS’ SALARY RATE :   The Clerk advised that new rate of salary is £880.00 based on 2 ½ hrs service per week.  This was approved on a proposal by J Sykes and seconded by D Merritt.

ITEM 9 : ANY OTHER BUSINESS
LOCAL PLAN   The chairman reminded members that any comments must be received by the Clerk by May 3rd.

CRYSTAL PALACE & GREEN FARM COTTAGES :  J Gale asked if J Sykes could give an update on the future for Crystal Palace.  J Sykes said it was his, and his family’s, wish that both the Crystal Palace plot and Green Farm Cottages plot should only have a single dwelling erected and, to this end, he had arranged to have a covenant included in the terms of the sale : he had taken the best available legal advice on the form of the covenant.  He added that, as regards the Green farm Cottages, he understood that Kennet DC had now approved the plans for a single dwelling. 

VOTE OF THANKS :  J Gale proposed that a vote of thanks to Pat Caddick be formally recorded for all her hard work and help.  This was unanimously approved. 

NEW PARISH CLERK :  The Chairman welcomed the new Parish Clerk and explained that, due to his operation on the 29th March, the process of hand-over from Pat Caddick would not be complete for a few days.  To avoid any confusion he would be styled ‘Clerk(Des)’ for the purposes of  the minutes.    

There being no other business the Chairman closed the meeting .  The next meeting is the Annual General Meeting of the Parish Council at 7.30pm in the Village Hall on Thursday 10th May 2001…
